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Mr. Speaker, nearly 3 million chil-

dren have been lifted from poverty.
Work among mothers most likely to go
on welfare has risen by 40 percent. Nine
million people left welfare, a 60 percent
drop. That, Mr. Speaker, is the defini-
tion of success.

Welfare reform is working, but in
order to get more people from welfare
to work, we must continue to improve
the system. In the past 6 years, we
have seen welfare cases fall by 14 mil-
lion to just 5 million people. By reach-
ing out to Americans in need, we have
changed our society for the better, and
have changed the lives of millions of
Americans forever. We are making
progress. Let us not rest on our laurels.
Let us strengthen the path towards
independence by empowering people to
support themselves. Vote yes on H.R.
4700.

f

SPACE FLIGHT PROGRAM IS
ADRIFT

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
every day to talk about Ludwig Koons
and our need to return him from Italy
to the United States, and I want to di-
gress from that story, but please re-
member how important it is that we
concentrate on bringing our children
home.

Today’s message is about human
space flight. America’s human space
flight program is adrift with no clear
vision or commitment to any goals
after the completion of the Inter-
national Space Station.

Today I will be introducing the Space
Exploration Act of 2002 to provide a vi-
sion and a concrete set of goals for the
Nation’s human space flight program
after the International Space Station.
This legislation sets forth specific in-
cremental goals that are exciting,
challenging and that build capabilities
and infrastructure needed for an ulti-
mate human mission to Mars.

Once America gets started on achiev-
ing the first of the human space flight
goals listed in the bill, we have gotten
over the highest hurdle to success in
the entire initiative. We will once
again be moving outward beyond low
Earth orbit, and in the process, we will
revitalize our space program, energize
our industrial and academic sectors,
create new opportunities for inter-
national cooperation, and inspire our
young people.

f

MARRIAGE IS SAFEST PLACE FOR
WOMEN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we live in a
world that has changed drastically
since the 1950s. Couples are getting
married later in life, and almost 40 per-

cent of first marriages end in divorce.
And yet every day, men and women all
over the country pledge to spend their
lives together.

Despite what some people believe
about marriage, the facts say one
thing: Marriage is still the safest place
for women.

Mr. Speaker, studies from the De-
partment of Justice show that never-
married women are twice as likely to
be abused by their partner than mar-
ried women. Violence occurs more
often in homes where the couples are
unmarried compared to wed couples,
with unmarried women three times
more likely to become victims of vio-
lence than married women.

Mr. Speaker, these are disturbing
statistics. As we consider welfare re-
form in the coming days, we must en-
courage and support programs that will
provide safety and security for women.
It is clear that a society that promotes
marriage promotes women.

f

AMERICAN FAMILIES NEED TOOLS
TO BREAK WELFARE CYCLE

(Mr. SANDLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, we need
to pass a welfare reform bill that al-
lows American families to have respect
and hope for the future. The goal of the
original welfare reform bill was to
move people permanently off the wel-
fare rolls and into good-paying jobs.
However, the bill proposed by our
friends on the other side of the aisle
does not accomplish that goal. If we
really want to support the dignity of
American families and support family
values, we need to give families the
tools through education and training
to get off welfare and break the welfare
cycle.

The States need flexibility to address
these goals for themselves, not un-
funded mandates that violate States
rights. Let us stand up for the dignity
of American families and support edu-
cation. Let us support job training. Let
us support States rights to address
their own problems, and the problems
of their State citizens. Vote no on H.R.
4735.

f

WELFARE REFORM OFFERS SELF-
SUFFICIENCY

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, with the passage of welfare reform
back in 1996, we moved from a welfare
system that bred dependency to one
that offers self-sufficiency, and prob-
ably even more important, allowing
those individuals to regain some of
their self-respect. Rather than just
being given something for nothing, now
they are working.

Since 1996, Michigan, like the Nation,
has reduced its welfare caseload by 60

percent. I have been inspired and en-
couraged by the many success stories
in my congressional district of individ-
uals going from welfare to work.
Darryl Grubbs is one, and Kendra Nor-
ton is another that I have met with
whose lives have been turned around
thanks to the encouragement of the
1996 welfare reform. These people now
have a better life for themselves, and
very importantly, better lives for their
kids. They tell me that their children
are now more proud of their parents,
that they are actually doing better in
school than they did when they were on
welfare.

In conclusion, as the House takes up
welfare reauthorization, we should be
continuing a system that helps people.
I urge Members to make a good pro-
gram even better by supporting this
bill today.

f

H.R. 4700 WILL TURN BACK CLOCK
ON WELFARE REFORM

(Ms. WATSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WATSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, do Members hear the children
crying? We will surely hear them cry if
we vote to support the administra-
tion’s proposal to reauthorize TANF.
The primary goal of most Democratic
Members of Congress has been to re-
duce poverty and to ensure the well-
being of children in the welfare system.

The proposals in H.R. 4700 would ad-
versely affect hundreds of thousands of
welfare recipients. The administra-
tion’s welfare reform proposals are re-
strictive, and will severely limit the
State of California’s ability to respond
effectively and efficiently to the needs
of its welfare recipients. The long-term
fiscal impacts of this legislation will
cost California $2.8 billion over a 5-year
period because these proposals do not
include increases in the TANF block
grants. California’s options for funding
the projected costs will be limited to
using State resources. This will essen-
tially mean deep reductions in the
TANF programs, and this is not right.

Quite simply put, H.R. 4700 will turn
back the clock on welfare reform.
Please vote no.

f

WELFARE REFORM IS ABOUT RE-
AWAKENING SPIRIT OF AMER-
ICAN FAMILY

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, in 1996
Congress acted to fundamentally re-
form America’s welfare system from
the broken entitlement program it had
become into the streamlined tem-
porary assistance program we now
have today.

Since the historic Republican-led re-
forms of 1996, more than 3 million chil-
dren have been lifted out of the depths
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